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School – EB Afonsoeiro 

During the academic year 2012/2013; 
 

We decided to ask students and teachers to use ICT in a more 
effective way to record and enhance experiences with web search, 
protect and record author rights instead of using the conventional 
copy & paste.  
 

We know that Teachers do all kinds of activities throughout the years, 
unfortunately, we also know that currently this crucial work gets lost 
in its own individual file without getting shared to the wider 
community; 
 
So 
 

We decided to publish these activities through our web page, during 
that period. 
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Examples of activities (school) 
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Examples of activities (classes) 
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Calendário Escolar / School Calendar  



Evaluation 

At the end of that period (year 2012/2013) 
 

We realized that: 
 

Students had the same difficulties in the use of ICT, during web 
search, they were not able to differentiate the main and/or the 
secondary information therefore they were doing the basic copy 
and paste functions avoiding basic rules. 
 

We also realised that we were not being effective with the 
webpage, in addition to that, we recorded poor interest from 
the parents with reduced visits to our webpage. 
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However 



What we decided to do? 
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The Project idea 

For the next two years (2013/14 and 2014/15): 
 
We decided to: 
Promote ICT by highlighting its value when results of school 
works are published for instant access at any time; 
 

Also focusing on the students’ work in the areas of: 
Internet security; 
Audio and video technologies; 
Plagiarism. 
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The Project (main ideas) 
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Should we create a facebook page? 

 

Why? 

 

Because we know that the majority of the parents had a page 
with a strong daily presence on this social media. 



The students’ involvement 
 
Participate in competitions such as: 
 

2013/14 -  “Conta-nos uma história” (“Tell us a story”); 
 
- This is an initiative promoted by the Ministry of Education where 
students tell a story (original or retell) using audio and video digital 
recording; 
 
2014/15 – “Seguranet”  (“safer internet project”)  
 
- This is another project promoted by the Portuguese Ministry of 
Education in cooperation with other partners such as Microsoft with the 
objective to promote a safety critical internet usage by young children. 
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The Project (planning) 



Parents’ involvement 

 
They could finally follow what we and their children were doing 
at school from our facebook page; 

 

Organise meetings with Parents throughout the years where 
we could discuss about the potential challenges on internet 
usage and what they should do to help their children using it 
safely. 
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The Project (planning) 
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The Project (lets get to work) 

Facebook - Private page (The school sets its own restrictions); 

 

226 friends (teachers, students, parents and staff); 

 

110 posts (likes and comments); 

 

We noticed significant changes on Parents’ attitude as we were 
embracing and supporting the use of what they already knew, 
they could see the posts, comment on them and monitor the 
school activities (school and classes) 
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Some posts 
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Some posts 



6/5/2014 – “Always innovating...” – Maria Botas (member of the staff) about a 
project that involved students of eight and sixteen years old. 

9/5/2014 – “There are projects and initiatives like these that dignify teachers and 
contribute actively to our students’ success. I want to congratulate all the teachers 
that have been working with this goal.”– Lília Maia (school’s directress) about the 
same activity. 

19/6/2014 – “The only thing that I think that wasn’t positive was the noise that some 
parents were doing when their children were presenting the theatre. It was not a 
music but they rehearsed a lot and we need to respect that”.– Célia Serrão (mother’s 
opinion about a party that we did in the end of the school year); 

 
9/5/2014 – “Great School, Good 
Initiatives... Good Practice…”  
 
Pedro Marques (father’s opinion about 
an activity developed with the 
kindergarden); 
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Some comments 



 
We had a number of “friends” below 13 years old; 
 
Parents shared all kind of photo (house, vacations, 
friends...); 
 
Share of personal information (address, school, identity 
numbers). 
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Some issues when using facebook 



We sent some inquiry out; 
 
We published the results via Facebook; 
 
We posted informative videos and information on 
Facebook regarding safe internet usage; 
 
We organised Parents meeting to discuss this subject at 
the end of the year. 

Connecting school to families through social media 

Closing the Gap between Family and School – The Role of Digital Technologies              6-9 November 2014 

We had to act 



It was published online during the months of 
January, February and March divided into five 
different targets: 
 

1 – personal data(profile); 

2 – data related to technology; 

3 – Facebook use; 

4 – digital footprint; 

5 – meetings and behaviours. 
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The inquiry 



We received 72 answers – 35% of the school friends on 
Facebook; 
 

21 answers (29%) were from those friends whose age is 
under 13 years old; 
 

52 answers (72%) use the internet  for more than five years – 
they consider themselves as experienced users; 
 

In the group “Less than 13 years old” 
14 answers (67%) use the internet “between one and five years”  

7 answers (33%) use the internet “for more than five years”; 
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Some results 



59 answers (82%) answered that computers are used in 
common house areas because there is a need to understand 
what children are doing; 
 

56 answers (78%) has a personal photo on facebook to identify 
themselves ; 
 

55 answers (76%) share personal or family members photos 
and accept that other friends could do the same as well as 
sharing photos from other friends (24%); 
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Some results 



65% do not know the meaning of the expression “footprint”; 

 

57% of parents would not allow access to their Facebook page 
by employers; 

 
 

10% consider their virtual friends as true friends; 

 

22% said that they have real friends that met first online. 

Some results 
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Our work is being seen/was seen by many people when comparing to 
our webpage; 

 

We know that our work was seen due to the number of comments 
made something that we did not have in the past; 

 
 

The parents were not only receivers but they could also contribute to 
the work we do, from that we knew that we had to do a better job, 
everyday, with innovation; 
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Some conclusions 



 

School is more exposed to criticism from the community but we have 
parents that really care, help us grow allowing us to work as a team; 

 

We have a community that participates with their own ideas and 
knowledge instead of having a community that only receives and do 
not have a great opportunity to give feedback simply because it was 
inexistent; 

 

Using social media brings new challenges and potential problems to 
deal with by the school. Nevertheless, these are solved together as 
we are all aiming for the same objective which is the future of the 
children. 
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Some conclusions 
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Thank you 
 

Any Questions 

joaogracio@gmail.com 


